86          THE LIFE OF GENERAL BOOTH      [CHAP,

Mrs. Booth continued for a few months more to preach
and to speak, and for a still longer period to dictate letters
and addresses; but she was doomed, and an atmosphere of
death fell upon the Booth household. She tried a remedy
called the Mattei treatment, and for some time her pain was
alleviated; but the progress of the disease was unmis-
takable. Then she was prevailed upon to submit to an
operation. " The return to consciousness from the anaes-
thetics used," says Commissioner Booth-Tucker, " was fol-
lowed by a period of intense suffering."

It was decided in 1889 to move her to Clacton, so that
she might be near the sea, for which she had expressed a
desire. Thither the General transferred so much of home-
life as was left to him, and there, after prolonged suffering,
she breathed her last on the 4th October, 1890.

During the period, William Booth laboured with his idea
for social reformation. It is quite impossible to exaggerate
the torture endured by this profoundly loving and most
sensitive man during those two years. He was a strong
man, but of those strong men who most desperately cling
to the love of their heart. He loved Bramwell as a son on
whom he could lean and whose perfect loyalty and unques-
tioning affection he knew would never fail him in the work
of his life; he loved his daughter Emma with a depth of
affection intensified by his admiration for her remarkable
abilities and her very beautiful nature; he loved Eva as a
daughter quivering with emotion and having something of
his own courage and audacity, and bright with a quick intel-
ligence and a smiling wit; he loved all his other children for
their sound qualities and because they were his children.
Nevertheless, there was one infinitely nearer, so near that
she was almost one with him; and for two years he was
doomed to watch the agonizing death of this other self, the
agonizing death of one whom he had loved with the roman-
tic passion of youth, with the deepening affection of man-
hood, and with the increasing tenderness of age; one who
waited for him in poverty, had shared poverty and con-
tumely with him in married life, and had encouraged him
in every fight he had ever waged against clerical narrow-
ness, professional calumny, and the apathy of the world;